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Aa unusually high average in visiting at-

tractions notwithstanding, business at the
local theatres took & nroaounced fall last
week, this being especially true at the

ed bouses. The bad weather of
MmHtey. Tuesday. and Friday, of
eosrae, had a decided effect, while
tbe competition of the popular-isl- e

places of amusement was
Jelt strongly. Vaudeville bills of the order
of that shown at the Grand and plays of
the "Shore Acres" type draw most from the
rerr class ot people on whom the National,
ihe Columbia, and the Lafayette depend

moat for nairoage. The result of all these
things was not empty seats, but halr-easn- fy

rows.
Perhaps the most fortunate of the

was that which appeared on the
te of the National in Glen MacDonough

and Jon Philip Souse's "Chris and the
"Wonderful Lamp." The piece did not quite

up to expectations, however, and the
audience noted during the engage

ment was that of Monday night. Kellar
did exceedingly well at the Columbia bet-

ter than has any other magician but "A
Battle-Scarr- ed liero" did not find many

at the Lafayette. Even
tlte Grand, with a really creditable

succeeded in endangering none
of its this year's records. "Shore Acres,"
st the Academy, literally upset matters in
the auditorium of that resort, the ordi-
nary gallery crowds giving way to the big-9- at

orchestra-cha- ir business Manager
Baatey ha? done there since the advent of
Thomas E. Shea. An excellent "show,"
tarnished by the "Bowery" Burlesquers,
stacked Kcraan's to the doors twice daily.

Several interesting attractions are prom-
ised for this week. Dan Daly, the funereal:
Richard Carroll. Marie George. Mabel
GMasaa, and an exceptional organization
wiB be seen at the Columbia in "The
ateuwders." a recent Caino ML Odette Tjj
far d R. D. McLean bring a dramatiza-tto- n

of Anthony Hope's "Phroso" to the
National, and Belle Archer, the successor
ta Caroline Miskel Htt, is to offer "A

' ftonttented Woman" at the Lafayette. Then
Olivette, who made an excellent impres-
sion a season ago at Glen Echo, headlines
the Grand's vaudeville bill; William West's
Minstrels ars promised at the Academy,
and the '"Bohemias" Burlesquers are an

al Xernan's. As Nancy Sykes
"That's all."

Golumliin "The Konnden."
, When, early in August, Manager George

Xderer. of the Casino, determined to
throw open the doors of that house in
unwuntHluii with the town's roof gardens
and suburban resorts his advisers shook
their heads. Those who did not indulge
fa that physical operation were loud in
their protests. Indoor entertainment in
such weather, they said, meant ruin. But
Mr. Lederer had just had adapted from the
Breach "The Rounders," a new musical
oesaedy. and he was insistent Resultant-l- y

the piece was staged and for over three
tenths it packed the commodious "home

of light opera" to the doors. The fact in
itself will show Just what grade ot per-
formance will be offered this week at the
Columbia, where play and players arc next
hooked.

"The Roundeis" was the hit of last
season in Paris, where it was produced un-
der the title of "Les Petards." Harry B.
Smith and Ludwig Engiander were respon-
sible for its translation, when was accom-
plished with-t-he full permission of MM.
Mara and Heancouin, its authors. The
work Is eald to be excruciatingly funny and
delightfully musical, many of its numbers
having been extensively wh stled after its
list night in Gotham. The fullest praise
is alas given the scenery and costumes
shewn, while the chorus is mentioned as
being characteristically Casinoish. The
cast speaks for itself It includes Dan
Daly, who is well known for his efforts in
"The Belle of New York," "The Whirl of
the Town." and "The Lady Slavey."
Richard Carroll, the one-whi- le feature of

JBrauine" and "The Three Dragoons,"
Harry Davenport. Phyllis Rankin. M?b.l
Oilman. Howard D Tyler. D. L. Uonn an
Catherine Linyard in brief, the best com-aea- y

that has come from the Casino since
lhe initial year of the
"The Belle of New York." "The Kounders"
mas seen in Philadelphia butt week and
seared Meanly.

Rational "riiroo." j

It is a sotable fart that no nove ist ot
the decade has produced work so easily
adaptable to stage use as Is that of An-

thony Hope. "The Prisoner of Zenda"
made oae of the best plays of its season,
ad "Raaert of Hentxau," while a tnfe

aftermathy. was aiso interesting in its
wbsouuel version. 80 "Fhroso" whi:b
will be seen tor the first time in this city
tesrrow night at the National, is said

Jtm pDisaesi even more charm than did the
story from which it was drama! z d. The
tale of the turbulent ConsUatine. of Lis
fend against the English Lord WbeaUey,
aad of Lord Wheatley's love for the Island
girl. Phroso, for whose heart three men
are battling, is stirringly active enough
us a. romance. It is mentioned as being
irresiatihly absorbing in its new form.
The characters introduced are described
as retaining ail the affection or hatred
that may have been conceived for them
hr the reader, while apparently the vari-ea- s

episodes of the narrative are even
strengthened in the theatric arrangement

"Phroso" was frst adapted for Mait'e
Adams, and was to have been the initial
presentation of her starrring tour. The
trace ant of "The Little Minister." however.
altered Manager Frohman's pans and cu
the piece for the Empire Stock Company.
Jeesie Miilw&rd. who last visited Washing-te- a

with "The Conquerors," was th" origi-
nal Phrcao, and she made a hit In the
I'i' This sutces is Hvtrred to have leea

t 'liin duplicated by Ode t' Tyler, its
irr-p- it r who ttems to be we I
1 if 1 nn i ranienta.il ai.d oiherwls? for
tfcr r . M(?b Tjler mi, j,r -- e led here

-- trrj - ii0 y et MlV; Mirfcrd in "Secret
erviee" and for her recent debut in

Shakespearian plays. She will b- - support -
wu i me -- euuu;u cy an organ atiou 1

La'nyvtte "A. Contented Woman,"
Sundry of Charles Hoytvs firmer admirers

have compared the farcer-writ- to the
English Gilbert, whose satires undoubtedly
are the wittiest of the century. While
these parallel lines may diverge broadly
here and there, the likeness is really un-

just to neither man. Mr. Hoyt is more
than a mere devissr of laughable situations
and speeches. His "A
Texas Stser" dealt with the question ot
ruralism in Congress in a masterly manner,
while no more pointed attack on our soldier
system than was "A Milk-Whi- te Flag"

Contented Woman," in which Belle Archer
will be saen this w eek at the Lafayette. In
this work the writer takes up the subject

almost ''"

of woman in politics so clearly and yet with
such absence of prejudice that the sharpest
lesson is conveyed without offence to the
most sensitive. As a farce, pure and sim- -
pie, "A uonteateu woman nas many mer-
its. Theatregoers have averred that its wit
is even more notable than was that in "A
Texas Steer," whlla the laughter with which
its episodes ere greeted at every perform-
ance speaks yolumas for their humor. Miss
Archer herself is a player of merit rather
out of the ordinary and It is said that her
interpretation of the role of the feminine
politician who defeats her husband in his
race for office is irresistibly amusing. Miss
Archer is supported by a company among
the members of which are Augusta De For-
rest, Henrietta Lee, Bonnie Lottie, John L.
Kearney. Arthur F. Buchanan, C. P. Mor-
rison, Will Granger and "The Beauty
Trio," which was one of the features of
last season's production of "Jack and the
Beanstalk." Seats for the local engage-
ment were ptaced on sale Thursday and are
said to be going in a fashion that indicates
several "standing room only" houses.

Grand Vmiilvvlllc.
A circular bearing extracts from news-

paper clippings printed in London, Berlin,
Vienna, Johannesburg, Cape Town, Sidney,
Melbourne. Paris. Hamburg, Prague, New-Yor-

Philadelphia, Washingon, Chicago,
and San- Francisco, brings the information
that Cllvette, the juggler, necromancer,
equilibrist, and silhouettist, who was seen
a season ago at Glen Echo, will be the
headliner of this week's bill at the Grand.
This stjttement will doubtless excite con-

siderable- interest among those who are
familiar with the work of the performer,
who really created quite a small sensation
in the capital two summers back. Ciivette
clearly demonstrates that a man may be
a "jack of all trades" without deserving
to be called "master of none," and his

to the entertainment at the
Burke c Chase house should prove most
enjoyable.

The programme arranged for the Grand
also bears the names of Conditt and Morey,
who promise a charmingly quaint little
sketch in their "The Ties That Bind."
Dixon. Bowers and Dixon, who are univer-
sally billed as "The Three Rubes," also
have had a p!ace assigned to them, while
uiuch is expected of Lew Hawkics and I113
rconologue. Those who should know pro-
claim that Mr. Hawkins, who calls himse'f
"The Chesterfield of Minstrelsy," is the
Deer of George Wilson,. JLew Dockstader,
and Arthur Itigby. Turner's Piskaninnfes
and Pauline Moran. who are advertised, are,
supposed Eecently ito have completed a
profitable engagement at the famous Folies
Bergeres'. in Paris. Finally, Rosaire. the

r. Is described as being a won-
der in his line, ami C. W. LIttlefield's

have evoked mueh favorable
comment. The bill, taken as a whole, will
probably--prov- interesting, and should
draw as few of those exploited this season
have drawn.

Aomlom j "West's Unxtrelx.
Theicritlcs of the country devote a dsal

of theirpiUxHtion to describ ng the chanr es
that a few years have brought in dra-
matic construction, musical accompani-
ments and stage lighting, but very little
is ever.said regarding the new lain tre'sy.
And yet it is true that the standard of
perfection in the semi-circ- le has been al-
tered perceptibly even In the iast decade.
Since ttae' days in which the 'Virginia"
organization was considered to bj without
equal, and "Jim Crow" Rice was a singer
of renown, the requirements in that cUsj
of entertainment have become groatsr and
greater, until riow only the best of tour-
ing combinations can keep up with the
competition.

w?L ,.
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An example of this is given In the West
Minstrels, which are to bo the attraction
during the coming week at the Academy.
Twelve years ago "Billy" West boasted
that his company Included four end-me- n

and as many olioists. And yet, at present,
besides the proprietor, the first part is
averred to introduce no fewer than nine
comedians well known to theatregoers,
among these being Carroll Johnson. The'
specialty portion of the bill will bring out
Tom Lewis, monologlst; Howard an J Mak,
sidewalk conversationalists; Sharp and
Flat, musicians; the three Lukons, trapeze
performers; Eddie Horan, dancer; John-
nie Wbalen and James Devlin, baton jug-
glers, and Lew Tracey and Tboaza Carey,
vocalists. The West Minstrels also num-
ber such singers as Richard J. Jose, Ar-

thur Ansdell, Joseph Garland, J. P. s,

T. IL P. Harle. and Gcorgo P. Mar
shall, with an accompanying orchestra of j

twenty soloists. The difference will be
noted at once and estimated. Seats have
been selling at the Academy since Thurs-
day.

IC(rnim'H "Huhfsmiiui" IlnrlcHiiiicrs.
When Billy "Van and his "Bohemian"

Burlesquers were here last year especial
remark was excited by the fact that the
organization closed Its entertainment, not
with the customary melange of music and
muscle, but with a passably legitimate
farce. This piece was well acted by Mr.
Van. who is really a comedian of ability,
and VeWe Norbrlga, a soubrette of more
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than ordinary cleverness. It was the in-

tention of the management to star both
performers this season in an elaboration
of the skit, but certain obstacles presented
themselves, and the duo remained with
the "Bohemian" company, which will be
seen during the present week at Kernan's.
A new vehicle, "Beauty's Apple," has been
written around th'eni. and in this, with a
score of pretty girls, they are said to ap-
pear to especial advantage. An olio of what
seems to be real merit precedes the later

'm$

Dan Dnly, Iliclmril

portion of the bill, and serves to Introduce
such people as Mitchell and Cain, the Ty-

son Sisters, Fisher and Clark, the Bmer-ald- a

Sisters. Kessler and Garrick, Roger
and Belle Dolan, Bobby North, Fred
Wyckoff, and Nila AbotJUT, "Dally matinees
will be given, as us.ual. and on- - Tuesday
election returns will be read from the
stage.

NoteH.
Local lovers of music are promised a

treat 'on November 19 at the Columbia
Theatre, when the well-kno- Banda
Rossa will give a single concert. This or-

ganization has not been heard in Washing-
ton for over two years, though its last ap-
pearance created a miniature r.ensationv
Quite as carefuljy drilled 'as Dan Godfrey's
men and as musicjanly as Sousa's, tho
eomblnation13 really remarkablev It

draw big houses here.'
, ' ', i..De Pachmaii, the noted pianistis sched-

uled for a recital on the afternoon of
20, at Luikett & Dwyer's house.

The man is tcoweil known in thi city for
his rolling to require especial comment.
It is sufficient to say that?with thb possi-
ble exception of Paderawskt, no living mu-
sician is more "perfect in technique and
spirit. The saleof qeats ior.,ais, Washing-
ton concert will be announced later.

Luckett & Dwyer wish to state that their
sulscnption stile for the local" appearance
of Madame Nevada, the puma donna, has
been so successful that the car. positive-
ly announce her doming. The precise date
being Wednesday afternoon, November 22.
Orders for seats are being taken at the box
office of the Columbia.

THE PASS INK SHOW.

Three very trifling incidents at as many
local theatres last week forcibly called to
mind a little adage of the late P. T. Bar-nu-

while suggesting a train of thought
that prompts the following article. None
of these episodes was really of the slight-
est importance, but all together compelled
the knowledge that the day in which "the
public likes to be fooled" has not quite
gone by. At the National on Monday night
tho second act of "Chris and the Wonderful
Lamp" ended with the rendering of Sou-

sa's new march, "The Man Behind the
pun." The selection was encored some-

what indifferently, and then might have
been forgotten in the rush for th? buffet
had not the drop been raised and the audi-

ence confronted with a picture that was
not "struck" until a hearty round of ap-

plause had necessitated a repetition of the
melody. On the following evening a sim-
ilar ruse gave Bert Coqte and his com-
pany a curtain call at the Lafayette, while
James Morton gained permission to pro-
long his specialty every, afternoon at Ker-
nan's merely by keeping the stage in read-
iness for such a continuation after he had
left it. And there isSi the slightest
doubt that the assombl.agejswn all of these
oases left their seats confident that they
had commended only those things which
merited commendation and had ignored
the rest. 1

"There are triclts in every trade," and
the professions can hardly be supposed
to be without them, but, nevertheless, one
often wonders that play-see- at large do
not come to understand the fashion in

thev are swayed by clever devices.
So- many actors and actresses wholly lack-
ing in worth constantly are being forced
into temporary prominence by adroit ma-
nipulation of their clients; so many actors
and actresses- - of distinction and unques-
tionable ability choose these methods In
order to provoke the Interest that other-
wise might not be excited. Ingenious press
agents, inventive managers, and Irascible
stars contrive to make themselves talked
about and lauded in such fashion that bill-
boards and newspapers become needless in
their efforts to draw houses. A blindfolded
public, secure In the Idea that its con-
verse is wisdom and its praise voluntary,
worships, as did the Indians, nt the shrines
of the tricksters. The fact is a bit humili-
ating, but it is a fact.

When all 13 said and done, perhaps the
most potent aid to this condition is the

press agent, who is break-
ing into print more rarely, but wlio3e
eruptions gain in force through the new
narrowness of their channels. A great
deal of matter that, oozas. irom the pens
of theso personages is absblutely absurd
on its face or any other portion of its
anatomy. But. strange as this may seem,
a capable representative with a reasonably
accurate stenographer and a reasonably
fat advertising account generally can Win
his way into the cash and confidence of
readers. Thus, oddly enough, for several
vears the majority of theatregoers wero
secure in the belief that Anna Held's
cleanliness depended altogether upon the
Industry of thp country's dairymen Fair
young misses, with desires to bo still more
fair, actually raado attempts to churn

tubs ot butter, and it was not until the ;

tale had been laughed at by the journals
of every city between New York and San
Francisco that folk were convinced of the
fact that cheapness of ink and not dear-ne-

of milk was responsible for Miss
Held's valuable notoriety.

Even after this bonx had been exp'aineJ,
one found that the fictions of the age its
were accepted Tiy men and women of in-
telligence. A jam regarding the manner
in which Harrv R Smith w.ii snnnntnd (n

rtl- - htmnnlf .. .. f .......... l.nrn ..,,...,....
the lyrics of his operas-- was credited for
quite a time. The litterateur responsible i

for this bit of Smithology was no less a
celebrity than Cornelius Gardiner, formerly
of Washington and now travtling in ad-
vance of Frank Daniels. Thor first of
Kathryn Kidder's amateur Munchausens
coined a story about a bet supposed to
have beenjmade with Alan Dale, and two
months ago more than four years after
the inception of the idea Miss Kidder
confessed that she was still bothered by
people who were anxious to know if Mr. j

Cohen had ever been so seriously mis-
taken. A acribe of position in the world
of letters gravely informed the writer last
week that Wilton Lackaye came danger-
ously neas going mad over the role of
Sveugali, and the writer, after racking his

j

Carroll, "mid D. I,. Doim in "The Rounders" nt the CoIumMn.

brain for a single evidence of insanity in
his friend, remembered that "Trilby" and
its promoter had remained here two weeks
some seasons since. . Thomas E. Shea flatly
contradicted the allegation that he was
wrapped in wet sheets after playing "Dr.
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde," though not until
the prescriber of the treatment had sug-
gested that he pose in a disordered mind
and dampened bed linen for the benefit of
a delegation of Indianapolis reporters.

But, after all, these anecdotes are harm-
less bits of imagination that contribute
greatly to the gaiety of nations without
injuring anyone. They are not near.y so
deplorable as that class of matter used for
the exploitation ot persons who have no
business to be exploited. When James K.
Hackett decided upon leaving a meteor
track - across the heavpns and tho week
standsheifougd himself obliged to procure

of Knowledge," had given the critics
boundless opportunities for hitt.ng at tha
aforesaid "Tree," George Washington like,
with their littlehatchets, Comronted with
this state of atfairs. Mr. Hackett became
frank. He introduced to . the public an
actress named pronounce loosely Jobyna
Howiand. He practically said: "I tave
engaged Miss Howiand for the ro'e of the
Princess Flavia" in 'Rupert of Hentzau.'
She cannot play the ro'.e of the Princess
Flavia. Candidly, I do not believe that
she can play at all. But Charles Dana Gib-

son used Miss Howiand for his model In
drawing illustrations for the book. She
looks the parL'?' So the reviewers, con-
scious of Miss Howiand's histrionic limi-
tations, took Mr. Hackctt's word and told
how much- - the fledgling resembled the
lady of Zeujla. The fctar was correct in
his estimate of his epposite's abi ity. She
couldn't act and she didn't learn. But she
was accepted as the right and p. ope;- per-
son for the Princess because she had posed.
And a fortnight ago Mr. Gibson, who must
have suttcred an tycuing of "Rupert,"
made a statement in which he denied that
Miss Howiand had ever been the original
of his work. Which removes the last ves-
tige of excuse that individual ever had for
being on the stage.

Other examples of this sort pre not want-

ing, but they are not so many as are those
of the actors 'who' are their own press
agents. Absolutely unrivaled in this spe-

cialty is Richard Mansfield, whose genius
as an advertiser has been the wonder and
admiration of countless thousands. Mr.
Mansfield's irascibility, his eccentricity, and
his many peculiarities ha,ve been worth a
fortune to him. Without them he might
never have been known, save as a very
clever character man. For a dozen years
Mr. Mansfield's varied insanities were
thought to be warranted simon pure, guar-

anteed genuine and "all imitations spuri-

ous." Then oame the sad awakening. Peo-
ple who would have expected any but a
Saturday night performance of "Dr. Jekyll
and Mr. Hyde" to be followed by the star's
lapsing into gibbering idiocy, beheld Mr.
Mansfield in those parts on Wednesday
Thursday Fridayany evening that was
convenient. Several took up their newspa-
pers the mornings alter with a shuddering
premonition of such headlines as "Mans-
field in a Padded Cell" or "Mansfield Mov-
ed to Madness," but were invariably dis-

appointed. The "Jekyll and Hyde" cell
was spelled with an "S." Next the divine
Richard was s Improved In strength that,
with great courage and resolution, he was
enabled to take curtain calls after the
play without leaning on a valet, and fin-

ally even his gasping was forgotten. So
are all things possible with the aid of
muster minds.

For every person who awhile ago left
the National with the remark that Mrs.
Leslie Carter was superb in the fourth act
of "Zaza," ten had something to say about
her appearance when she bowed her ac-

knowledgment for the subsequent applause.
Her portrayal was Judged because of Its
apparent effect, just as w.Vewalkers be-

come moro admirable aa the wire is ele-

vated. Mrs. Carter certainly looked worn-ou- t,

when, panting and sobbing, she re-

sponded nightly to the calls of the r.udi-enc- e.

And yet there Is a strong probabili-
ty that David Belasco was responsible for
a great deal of his protege's uncontrollable
grief. Wilton Lackaye used to be subject
ic the same attacks In "Dr. Belgraff," and
even E. S. Willnrd was not averse to oc-

casional palpitation of the heart. Sir Hen-
ry Irvlng's mannerisms, Joseph Jeffer-Eon- 's

deanship, Mrs. Kendal's matronll-nes- s,

Louis Mann's ambition, May Irwln'a
real estate, MauJe Adams' weakness, and
Viola Allen's ,dislike for short skirts have
all served their pujpoao. Nor ,ioe3 seem
to have mattered-- , either that Mr. Mann's
press agent was .the first to laugh at his
star's or that Miss Al-

len's own tour so effectually militated her
modesty tha't in "The Christian" she ac-

cepted the very4 abbreviated garments
which she refused In "Phroso."

In the vaudevftle houses managers do
not attompi 'to foneal their manipula-
tion of audience,. When a performer has

been booked to fill a certain amount of
time and makes his exit before he Las
filled ttidt time, an encore must follow.
The scene i3 not "struck" until the gath
ering has decided that, after all. the
"turn" was excellent, and has taken to
applauding lustily. If the gathering does
not take to applauding lustily, the enter-
tainer comes back and chides it. Though
this barefaced method does not quite ob-
tain in other thentres, that in vogue is no
less adequate. The writer was behind the
scenes at the National one night when a
certain romantic hero was cheered after
the second act of his play. The crowd
really wanted to see him again. A
breathless stage manager came to tho
dressing-Voor- st door. "They're raising the
dickens." he said. "I know," replied tho
star. "Shall I ring up again?" "If you
do .you'll spoil my speech at tho end of
the next scene." The Times man laughed
and turned to the Thespian. Quoth ho:
"Suppose they do not call for a ppeech
later?" "They will." returned the gen- -
tleman addressed

And they did. When the curtain fell,
after the following act, there was hardly
a sound from "in front." The matlnoe
hero walked to the centre ot the enclosure

put his hand in his coat. The
drop was raised and lowered. Then it was

raised again this time before the assem-
blage had decided whether to clap Its
hands or not. The star was given a luke-
warm reception and took advantage of it
to step before the house. He was cheered
a bit. Out he came again. The cheering
increased. Another bow. "Speech!" cried
u. uuy in (,ue aut.ry. iuc auu jut. 111a

paim over his heart and shook nis head.
Then he disappeared. "Speech I Speech!"
"Hem." said the triumphant actor, "I
want to express to you my thanks for this
cordial greeting. Applause. I want to
tell you how much I appreciate your kind-
ly feeling. This is my fifth night in
Washington, and five times I have been
obliged to make a speech. Applause. It
would be impossible for me to tell you
how this ah enthusiasm has moved me.
I can only say that in all sincerity I thank
you." Deafening applause. "You should
have been at the National Friday," re-

marked a young woman to the writer a
week later. "Mr. was brought out
seven times!"

In Paris these things are not trusted to
chance. A certain number of men chiefs
of the. clique are paid to organize bodies
trained to make a noise at stipulated
points of the performance. The aforesaid
chiefs occupy placarded chairs, and are
surrounded by their assistants, each ot
whom 3 as familiar with his cues as are
the players on the stage. The system has
its drawbacks, but, at least, it is more
satisfactory than that in vogue in London
and New York, where ushers and house at- -j

taches of unusually emotional natures are
; moved frequently to thunders of approba- -'

tion at the very lines which audiences gen-- l
erally receive In the most conspicuous si- -j

lencc. The one combination is not more
known than the other, a demonstrative
doorkeeper being quite as observable as a
labeled chief of the clique. No regular

' theatregoer can be Ignorant of either. It
is said that aftpr the Broadway production
of "A Marriage of Convenience" at the
Empire a well-like- d producer walked into
the Lambs' Club. "How did the piece go?"
he asked. "Great," came the answer. "Nine
calls after the second act." "Humph!"
was the reply. "That's odd. I heard that
Mr. Frohman had ordered ten."

Will Post, husband of Marion Giroux, and
part author of "My Friend From India,"
quitted the Garrick ons evening before the
end of the play being done there. "Going
already?" quoth the manager. "That's ail
right," replied Mr. Post, "I left my ap- -
plause with the head usher."

I
But these are only a very few cf the

styles adopted for the manipulation of the
public. Skillful writers have so learned to
use the pity, admiration, and interest of
theatregoers that the success 1, a i.ir

j has come to depend at least temporarily
j less upon his or her gifts than upon those

of his or her representative. The Chicago
genius who had a woman hissed in the gal
lery that she might be cheered from the or-

chestra seats only adapted to his own needs
a plan that was first tried with a

prima donna in the City of
Mexico. The Lieblcrs' system of inducing
novelists to come from their pedestals and
be exhibited was invented when "East
Lynne" had it premiere in Boston. Israel
ZangwiH's attack upon the critics of Goth-
am was. not new. George Owen O'Connor
made a business of provoking newspaper
wrath all along his route. The Primrose
and Dockstader-Willia- West fight at Buf-wa- lo

was unique only in its musical feat-
ures. "I Don't Like No Cheap Man" and
"I Don't Care Et Yo" Nebber Come Back"
had not been composed when "Colonel
Jack" Havcrly was cultivating the enmity
of all his rivals. Mrs. Wood and Mr.
O'Connor and "Colonel" Havcrly all owed
a measure of their success to these things.

It is not probable that P. T. Barnum was
quite right when he said that "the public
likes to be fooled." To the thinking portion
of the public the process must be trying
and humiliating. Few play-see- would
submit to dictation did they knew that they
were being dictated to. But generally they
do not- - Many of them labor under the Im-

pression that they are spreading the gospel
in repeating press agents' reports and en-

couraging merit when the clever use of a
drop curtain moves them to enthusiasm
Truly, the wisest may go astray in culti-
vating familiarity with things theatrical.

On last Sunday evening In New York
city Jessie Wood, the critic of the "Even-
ing Journal," shuffled oft this mortal coll
The fact Is of moment, not because Misp
Wood had to do with one of Gotham's dai-

lies, but because of the well-kno- person-
ality and work of the woman herself. Therp
probably is not an actor or actress in thk
country who has not, at one time or anoth-
er, writhed under the comment or the dearf
reviewer. There aie few readers of news-
papers who are not familiar with her style.
To both of these classes the demise of th1
writer came nS a great surprise.

With all possible reverence, it may b'
remarked that Miss Wood's removal froir
the field of active labor, in Itself, is no'
regrettable. Tho articles that came from
Miss Wood's pen and the pictures with
which they were illustrated were a con
slant irsult to th? people whoso effort
formed her torics. These articles were nok

critical in any way. They were instructive
neither to the Thespian nor to the theatre-
goer. They were merely abusive and heral-l- y

funny. Their author frequently ignored
costly settings and floe acting in order to
facetiously mention the most Inconsequen-
tial trifles. The reviews were the ex-
treme opposite of those Inspired by adver-
tising bills and not less dishonest. So it
may be said that Miss Wood's Influence in
New York and even upon outside dramatics

s of a most pernicious order.
Personally. Jessie Wood was a charming

woman; a brilliant converrattenal.&t an-- ia broad-mind- companion. Her sodden
taklng-of- f undoubtedly has caused much
sorrow in the large circle of her friends
probably ub much sorrow as it will cajse
interest outside of that circle.

And, speaking of New York critics, re-
minds one that "the Zangwitl p,ay"
which is "Children of the Ghetto"
seems to have pronted little by the odd
behavior of its managers. Lit bier ft Com-
pany, having failed to make an answer to
Leander Richardson's defiance and tj
name the men whom they accused of cor-
ruption, have also been oblige! to hau. in
a great deal of their fiagg.ng. Thus, it is
announced that, despite the advei tiseraent
in which George Tyler stated that t.e
piece would remain on Broadway untl
the end of the season, the drama will fin-
ish its run at the Herald Square on No-

vember 25 which date is so much earlier
than that originally set that the dirtctots
of the theatre are stl.l uncertain of what
attraction will bridge the lapse b?teea
tho end of this run and the beginning of
that booked for David Belasco'a new farca.

"Children of the Ghetto" will be given
at the Adelphl, London, on December 9 by
the troupe seen in Washington. L.ebier
& Company probably will urge that this
fact is responsible for the Navemner clos-
ing at the Herald Square. But, navertbe-les- s.

It seems improbable that if the N
York success had been as gnat aa was ex-

pected the combination would have ahun-don-

that city and its road do.es for an
English uncertainty, especially since the
primal determination had been to form a
second "Children of the- - Ghetto" east
abroad. Briefly, "the Zangwitl p.ay" was
a failure in New; York. Any chances that
it may have had in the ' p.ovinces" were
put out of the question by the absurd ac-

tion of the Liebler people in assaulting
these who had reviewed their p.ojtntatiou.

One cannot help regretting this termina-
tion. "Children of the Ghetto" undoubt-
edly was staged In a sincere effort to bring
out its best points staged beautifully and
expensively. It may have been a move to-

ward greater realism in the drama. That
it was an move was a mis-

fortune and not a fault. Had the Liebiers
not made themselves ridiculous with their
"Protests," the most general sympathy
would be felt for them now.

Two letters, of the variety termed anony-
mous, were received last week at this of-

fice. Oddly enough, both were closed with
the same.nom de plume. One read:
To the Dramatic Kilitor:

I have often felt like trying to rebuke you
for bilious vaporing ami unpmlently unjist criti-
cisms, (nit thought that it would be wasted
time, as you are evidently ae of the dying
(thanks be to Gcd!), a, who space
write, and must, ot course, fall back on track
to All in with. The enclosed cRppms would. I
should think, brjrifc you to a sense ef ilecesey,
and a kROwtalge of how Httre a eritic (f) may
appear in the eyts of leaser mortal?. Youn,

THESPIAN.

The "enclosed clipping" was an article
in which a press agent commented on the
harm that a. review may work with a play.
The second letter, which,.. at least, la in
better English, follows:
To the Editor of The Times:

I do not think that you, who seem to value
outside suggestions, will deem .me impertinent if
I ask the reason for what aeetas to be the giad-u-

abolition of your "friend of Last Week"
column. Next to your Tuesday mannas: work
my wife ami myself have found the comment
therein iiHWt just and interesting. Fairaea in
loeal criticism is not so usnat that theatregoers
can afford to dispense with yottfg.

TilESrIAX.
A newspaper probably would have some

difficulty in suiting both of these Individ-
uals.

FR1EXDS OF LAST.WEEK

To the man who plumes himself upon
being just a trifle more erudite and sharp-sight-

than the average individual, there
is something a bit humiliating in an even-
ing with Kellar. The knowledge that one
has watched the trickster before him most
carefully and yet has not been able to dis-
cover the concealment of. such little ob-

jects as rose bushes and cups of hot eoffee
is certainly incompatible with, conceit. And
yet there seems to be absolutely no way of
catching Kellar. Apparently the wise-looki-

persons who went to the Columbia
last week and who glared at the magician
through half-clos- eyes learned not many
whys and wherefores. Decidedly the gen-
tlemenand one can never get away from
these gentlemen who confidentially In-

formed their lady companions that "that
came out of his sleeve" and "that fellow is
a confederate" were nowhere near the root
of the matter. The best possible roetboa
of taking Kellar Is in taking him for grant-
ed and enjoying the results.

The writer was at the Luckett & Dwyer
house twice during the recent engage-
ment of the prestidigitator. He made sev-
eral supreme efforts at mentally unmasking
the feats accomplished. He even permitted
hinuelf to be inveigled into stepping on
the stcge and there examining as a layman
suddenly called to confront a much-amus-

audience can examina the properties and
effects used. And he is not ashamed to
acknowledge that he is still ignorant of the
most petty details in the Keilar perform-
ance.

As a matter of fact, the hireuteless
globe-trott- is ab olutely without an rniual
in his particular line. Neither of the two
Herrmanns who practiced for the benefit
of this generation ever showed any degree
of Kellar's cleverness. Frederick Bancroft
and "Adonis" Dixey were mere children In
comparison. Leon Herrmann, perhaps, is
a better palmer, but. in common with the
rest, he lacks that absolute ease and

that extended experience baa
given the older man. Mr. Dixey delivered
wittily a quantity of bright dia'ogue writ-
ten for him. it is said, by Glen MacDon-oug- h.

But the present vaudeville star waa
commonplace. Kellar's mechanical i

are the most perfect that have ever
been shown in this city. Invariably they
are pretty and graceful, though always
unfathomable. Briefly, Kellar is a wonder.
He is probably the sing'e magician known
to Washingtonlans who really satisfied
everyone who witnessed his work satis-
fied because all alike left unsatisfied. And
this comment was not penned by the Kellar
press agent, either.

niVTS WITH THE PLAYKIJA

"You aro the most interesting man I

ever met," quoth the interviewer upon
leaving Kellar on Wednesday afternoon
at the Italelgh.

The statement was entirely justified.
Bent over, as in his pictured conversations
with the devil, the magician bad talked
for some thirty minutes on a most ab-

sorbing variety of topics. He had furnish-
ed a short but amusing biography of him-

self, an account of the difficulties with
which he had met in using his inventions,
a series of professional anecdotes, and a
lescrlption of his travels so rounded and
complete that it might have been placed
between two covers and labeled "Across
tho Globe In Half an Hour." AH this had

en deliverel tn re .U" '. 'el -- m dula el
voice, the accompanying lisp being rather
pleasing than otherwise. The reporter
vas telling truth. Kellar bad proven the

est mterr ting of the many interesting
men he bad met.

"I3 it a fact." he had asked, "that The
Levltation of Princess Karaac cost you a
,ump sum of $10,006?"

And Kellar had replied: "Even more than
hat. You see, when an ordinary me-
chanic accomplishes anything he irame-Mate- ly

begins trying to make public his
deas. He writes papers, ales patents, and
itherwise arranges matters so that his
uccessor. who may wish to climb a step
gher has a foundation on which to bul.'d

This is not true In my busint- - Th

chief aim of thr prpsaiiigitat'ir who ,'r.-pJet-

n ingenious machine ss to keep ft
himseir the most trifling di'taiM o' rs
workings. Kesultantly. every new a pm tmust as though he were the jnon eir.
Not only must he construct devices that
will do what he wants deoe. but be most
so construct Uteat that their actions will
be completely hidden. H-- t cannot trust to
models, for many a plan that ht perfect
in theory afterward shows Itself to be
utterly worthless- - The schemer must ex-
periment and experiment, altering here
and changing there, until all U ttoidhe'L
Thus the power ot the trck of which you
apeak was only reached after seven years
of labor, and at the expense of
$12,000. Of course, the feat will serv as
a basis for subsequent ones, but it is rather
costly even at that."

"May 1144 a mag.cian purchase vaiuab e
information V The Times man had queried.

"No," Kellar had returned. "Craftsmen
whose inventions are worth anything take
care not to be betrayed and the ideas
of the others are of no assistance. I have
never had but one traitor with me and
he had learned so tittle that when he sold
his knowledge to the Scientific Ameri-
can.' I had merely to change a detail 1a
order to disprove all his observations. Ido not employ confederates. The treasurer
at the theatre will tell yon that no scatsare laid aside for that purpose. My wife
helps me in those of my tricks whio
might be discovered. The girl who acts t
The Levitation of the Princess Karna.-- '
does not know how she is raised In the
air. If you will come t- - the Columbia to-

night you will notice that I put away ever
property as soon as I have done with it.
The stage on which I ork is so boxe.l
that none but those in the audience ran
watch me. So. you see. no item of my
schedule is apt to be lost."

And then Kellar had told the story of
his life a story too long for publication
in whole and too interest eg for a

in part. A lad, he ha.l
begun his career as a drug clerk. An un-
fortunate mixture of acMs, however, had
Mown up the soda fewatsfe oae afternoon,
all but killing the proprst- - of r e a
And Kellar. badly scared,, had ran awav.
never to return. He. had sold papers 10
Indianapolis, bad owned a news stand ia
Gotham, and had gradually drifted into the
profession of which he has been the head
for forty years. During-- this time Kellar
has traveled extensively In India. Japan.
China. Australia. Africa, South and Central
America. Western Burose, Turkey and
Asia Minor, besides touring the- - United
States. Of the of these
countries the interviewer had ashed him
much.

"India," had been the reply, "Is the home
of the 'mack art.' sad is stOl
considered the source of sll that is clever
in magic. To a certain extent, its reputa-
tion has been sustained. The fakirs whom
one sees in the streets of Calcutta and
Madras and Bombay are not adepts, and
their efforts only compare with those el
the tricksters who frequent our own county
fairs. But the prlesU have been and al-
ways will be marvels. They are good mea,
on the whole, and reaHy only utilize their
ingenuity for what they deem the salva-
tion of the ignorant classes that would net
pay attention otherwise. If, however, most
of their remarkable inventions had net bees
concealed under a cloak of divinity the
world would now be advanced fifty years
more than it is. Manv ot the eommercaI
aids on which we pride ourselves had their
origin half a century ago in India. I mysrt
saw in use a practical telephone between
two temples at Calcutta, and that four year
prior to the erection of the first pole in this
country."

"You have been about South Africa.-- '
the Times man had said. "Tell me some-thti-

about the Boers."
And Kellar had replied "Of the Bos I

can only speak in the highest terms. They
are a simple, hospitable, religious people
thrifty and devoted to their homes. I a
many respects, indeed, they may be com-
pared to the inhabitants of portions of
Texas, save, of course, for the fact that
they speak Dutch. Ia rambling over the
Transvaal I wa; treated with a co rte3y and
generosity that I can never forget. Always,
however. I was obliged to convince my
friends that I was an American. Moat of
the settlers have a confirmed dislike to the
British. After Lord Klmbertey had laid
hold of the diamond mines in the district
that now bears his name, a flood of Bngiish
prospectors passed through the Transvaal.
Generally they were housed and fed by the
Boers and often they robbed or iasuked
their hosts. This has never been wiped
out and may account for a deal of the
vindictiveness of the present war."

Then Kellar had spoken of a jaunt
through Egypt, of two years seeat in Per-
sia, and of a sail ever intend sees from.
Manila to Hoito. He had described a shift-wrec- k

in the Pacific, and a railway acci-
dent In Michigan. He had spoken of the
wealth of the Philippines. Small wesanu1
that, ia leaving. The Times man elected to
call him "the most interesting ma I
met."

Many chronic theatregoers labor under
the impression that stage children re

, mere puppets, who speak the lines drilled
into their little heads, but are without
ideas or dreams. A Times man. who had
believed this before meeting the
Esther Anseil of "Children of the Ghetto,"
made his way behind the scenes at the
Academy yesterday afternoon ami there
was Introduced to Eralry and 8va Clifton,
ami to Gladys Crollus, all tiny members
of the "Shore Acres" company. The two
youngsters first mentioned are the irloni

i of an English family well known hi aaase--
roent circles. Tiny Miss Crollws was the
original Mandy.Jn James A. Heme's re-- r
duction.

' The trio tumbled into the wings direct
from their pillow fight with Nathaniel

I Berry acd. though a bit shy at first, were
soon quire at home with their visitor. Miss
Crolius posted herself on the stairs ia
order to listen for her cue, while her com-
panions sat on the knees of the reporter.
"What are you going to be when yen
grow up?" this individual asked of Smliy.
And, after all three had indulged in a gis-gl-e,

that miniature lady aged four re-
plied, "I think I will be a rich lady. That's
what I want to be. anyhow." This rather
adultisb ambition was unanimously ap-

plauded by the other children, who united
in explaining that Emily's immediate de-

sire was to do a cake walk with some ef
her boy friends, elmiiy, after a second
thought, however, determined that she
would "marry a crazy man and then di-

vorce him." The remark brought a sec-
ond storm of giggles and little Dfisa Cro-
lius said: "I'd like to be a sonbrette and
I'm going to be sure. I've aJayeaV this
part long enough and I'm tired of being
turned upside down every night.

; "I'm going to marry a dude," put in
j Eva Clifton. "Then I'll leave the stage
I forever, 'cause I'm sick of it. anyway.
I My salary day comes only once a week; and
I I can spend a good deal more than a nickel

without being damaged. This statement
W83 explained by Mrs. Clifton to refer to
the fact that the manager of "Shore
Acres" gives each of the infants five seats
every Saturday. The Times man queried
who were the favorite actresses ef the tots

! ami Eva voted for "Maudie Adams." "Jto."
piped the sister. "I say Julia Arthur."
- Oa the wnoie." gravely interpolated Ma
Crolius. "I believe that Julia Marlowe is
most artistic." Three remarkably ed

statements.
After the children had gone. The Times

man had quite a chat with their mother.
"We teach them to read and sneak sJesnt
at a very early age." she said. A a re-
sult, their voices are strong and the doav't
know what stage fright is. They go an

Jike veterans from the first. In all, eight
ot my babies have acted in this country
and England."

Bert Coote says: "My excursion into
vaudeville a few years ago was an acc-
identthough not exactly a regrettable one.
My wife. Julia Klngalty, and myself had
then lust finished a tour ia a really

farce and had gone to Beaten for
a twoweeks special engagement in The
New Boy.' A representative of 'CmMtnTi-00- s

Performance' Keith aira there am
suggested a summer 11 M houses. A

first we could think ' H --' that oigll
be used as a vehi' -- " I d
rovertii .. . . - - - --i

.s-- f '. wry funny sketch
n Me ,1 ike Stage ' ht' i r


